Mithraism might have become the religion of the west ; most people being under the fond impression that they know nothing about Mithraism. It is impossible to discuss here what probability there was   of  Mithraism   absorbing  Christianity instead of Christianity absorbing Mithraism ;1 but in the fourth century the Persian cult attracted some  of the most religious   and   most  cultured minds in Rome.    The Christian prefect Gracchus had destroyed one of their temples on the Vatican in 376, but we have inscriptions recording sacrifices in their temples (for the purpose of baptism, the   devotee   standing   below   in   the   stream   of blood)  by   some  of the leading  patricians  until near   the   close   of the   century.    The  elaborate ritual which was carried out in the underground temple, the religious gloom alternating with the brilliance of lamps and candles, the perfume of flowers and incense, the  symbolic  theology, the dramatic   representation   of  the   birth   (on   the 25th   of  December),   and   the   rock-burial   and
1 See Mr. J. M. Robertson's able and conscientious study, Christianity and Mythology.